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Diane Hubka Goes to the Movies
SSJ Records - Japan

Japan's JAZZ CRITIQUE MAGAZINE - No. 137 (May 2007)
Jazz Audio Note Vol. 6
by Hajime Sato

| first heard Diane Hubka on her previous album You Inspire
Me (recorded 2000/01), a gorgeous CD where five master
guitarists took turns supporting her. | was very impressed by the
tasteful, straight-ahead arrangements and her pure, unforced,
charming voice.

Somehow | lost track of her after that, until in October 2006 |
got news that she was performing at a jazz club in my area, and |
hurried there to see my favorite singer for the first time. | learned
that she had moved from her former base in New York to Los
Angeles in 2003, and had been performing at small cafes and
clubs around town.

When | asked her about a new album, she told me that she had
already recorded it and was looking for a label to release it. Since
then | wrote about her in my Japanese language blog, and did

what | could to improve her visibility. Then, to my pleasant surprise, | heard news that her new CD would be
released in Japan ahead of the US release. What a coup by SSJ Records! And, since my blog article had been
published in the Jazz Critiqgue Magazine and caught the attention of SSJ’s executive producer, | was given an
opportunity to listen to a test sample of that CD.

The pianist is Christian Jacob, well known for his great work in the Tierney Sutton Band and his own
trio. Hubka took full advantage of his arranging skills he had proven with his previous work. In addition, she
has Larry Koonse on guitar, Carl Saunders on trumpet, Chris Colangelo on bass and Joe LaBarbera on drums.
They are all masters of their respective instruments and play actively in the Los Angeles area. This is a very
strong band, indeed. You’d be hard pressed to come up with a better one!

On top of that, this is an interesting concept album: a collection of film music. With the combination
of eclectic selections that could be a revelation to many listeners, sophisticated arrangements and great
performances all around, this is a very well throught-out, high quality album.

Did I mention how wonderfully attractive Hubka’s singing is? I’m in awe of her precise pitch and
timing that allows her to make difficult songs like “Double Rainbow” and “Invitation” sound easy. Her clear,
natural and supple voice makes me smile, and her sunny disposition lifts me up. | can recommend this CD to
many jazz fans and jazz vocal fans with confidence. The sound quality is also quite good, perhaps thanks to the
DSD mastering which is unique to the Japanese edition.

I am told that You Inspire Me will also be released in Japan by SSJ this fall, and Hubka will travel
there to perform in December. | hope, and I’m quite confident that she will have a big break in Japan this year.
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